

Palm Sunday



March 24, 2013



Order of Worship



No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.


GATHERING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP
Prelude
O Lamb of God Most Holy
…J. Pachelbel
Welcoming 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS


O God, who in Jesus Christ triumphantly entered Jerusalem, heralding a week of pain and sorrow, be with us now as we follow the way of the cross. In these events of defeat and victory, you have sealed the closeness of death and resurrection, of humiliation and exaltation. We thank you for these branches that promise to become for us symbols of martyrdom and majesty. Bless them and us that their use this day may announce in our time that Christ has come and that Christ will come again. Amen! Come, Christ Jesus!

Call to Worship

from Ps. 118:26 and Zech. 9:9

L:
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

P:
Hosanna in the highest!

L:
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

P:
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

L:
Lo, your king comes to you;

P:
triumphant and victorious is he,

L:
humble and riding on a donkey,

P:
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

*Hymn  (Insert)
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

Time of Confession

*Call to Confession


If we claim that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor....

*Congregational Prayer



Eternal God: in Jesus Christ you entered Jerusalem to die for our sins.  We confess that we have not hailed you as king, or gone before you in the world with praise.  For brief faith that fades in time of trouble, for enthusiasms that fizzle out, for hopes we parade but do not pursue, have mercy on us.  Forgive us God, and give us such trust in your power that, in every city, we may live for justice and tell your loving-kindness; for the sake of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Please take time to offer your own silent prayers.
*Assurance of God’s Grace and Sharing the Peace of Christ


“17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.”  Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Amen.


As we have been reconciled to Christ, let us be reconciled to one another!  Please take a moment to greet one another with Christ’s peace.



LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Lessons


From the Epistles
Philippians 2:5-11
p. 197 OT


5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


From the Gospels
Luke 19:28-40
p. 83 NT


28After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this,  ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 



“Hosanna”
Junior Choir

Conversation with the Young People and 
The Prayer of Our Savior 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.


Anthem 
“Children of the Hebrews”
Junior and Senior Choirs



Children and youth may leave for their programs.


Sermon
“Triumph, Turmoil, Transformation”
Dr. W. David Ashby 


Sometimes the Holy Spirit sends messages to preachers in odd ways.  Today’s inspiration comes from some designer or artist working on bulletin covers many, many months ago who liked the alliterative title, “Triumph, Turmoil, Transformation.”  Really clanged a bell in my head.  What a great summary of Palm Sunday: triumph, turmoil, transformation.  


The triumph is right there from the beginning.  Jesus has spent chapters and chapters teaching, healing, wowing the crowds.  He’s been working his way to Jerusalem, the capital city, the seat of government, the seat of religious power, the center of popular imagination.  If you were going to make a splash, it would be in Jerusalem.  If you wanted to be taken really, really seriously, you go to Jerusalem.  If you wanted to make the big connection to the religion of Israel’s ancestors, you go to Mount Zion.  But Jesus was not merely showing up.  No, the gospels tell us that all the disciples and all the people who have been following the amazing rabbi from Nazareth have assembled into a grand parade.  Cloaks and crowds and cheers.  Triumph.  Not even the disapproval of the religious authorities can dampen the ticker-tape (well, palm-strewn) parade.  Talk about a triumphant entry.


Jesus caused a turmoil in the crowd.  This was an entirely unsanctioned procession, no permits, no permission, all spontaneous, and it got everyone all in an uproar, particularly the powers that be.  Do you remember the consternation the first Occupy demonstrations caused?  It would have been like that for the temple leadership and the temple police, even the Roman garrison.  The uproar in the streets would have been matched by the tumult in their minds.  Yet there was also encompassing turmoil in ancient Israel captive to Rome.  And there was the usual tribulation experienced by the people in the story, the hardship of being human.  It goes beyond the turmoil and mini-turmoil felt by individuals.  It happens to groups, cities, communities, even whole societies.  We know the changes and craziness that washed over Israel in the first century.  Change theory and organizational change theory predict turmoil in times of change.  In fact, change is predicated on turmoil.  Things go up in air, go crazy, and things come down in different places.  The problem is that we don’t know how things might settle out, so most of the time we fear changes.  What we forget is that as people of faith, we know that the turmoil of change is in God’s wise and loving hands, and that we do not need to fear the outcome beyond the turmoil.  Green pastures are beyond the valley of the shadow.  But you have to go through the valley of the shadow in order to get to those green pastures (that’s the story of Easter!).  What looks and feels like a dead end turns out to be a waypoint on a bigger, better journey.  Just like resurrection vacated sin and death the weekend after Palm Sunday, so our future is transformed by grace.


Transformation.  This is kind of what it is all about, right?  The transformation of Jesus from crucified to savior, the transformation of death into life, the transformation of Good Friday into Easter Sunrise, the transformation of turmoil into triumph.  


Where are you in triumph, turmoil, transformation?  Just for yourself, are you feeling satisfaction, triumph, happiness, productivity?  Are things going better than OK?  Are things going OK?  Do you feel hosanna-y in your life?  Or do you dwell at the moment in turmoil?  Mired in hardship or worry?  Health problems (yours or others’)?  Concerns about the future?  Barely hanging on?  Too much going on, so you don’t know which way to turn?  Are you too familiar with turmoil these days?  Have you felt transformation?  Maybe you or someone you know has made it through the turmoil and reached a new confidence, a new assurance, a new life beyond (or even in spite of) what has beset you before.  Maybe you are not past the valley; fear not... by the grace of Christ’s Holy Spirit you can experience (even if you have not yet experienced) God’s gift of transformation. 


Where are you in triumph, turmoil, transformation as a community of faith?  Sure, I know what the told me when I interviewed you, but I want you to stop for a moment and feel it out in your own soul.  And feel it out as a function of time.  Contemplate where the last couple of years intersect with the story of Passion Week.  Where are you, plural, in the story?  I also want you to look around the congregation, both those here in the sanctuary and those in the wider gathering of souls, and ponder where they are in the arc of feelings and thoughts and behaviors.  This comes with my reminder to be gentle with yourselves and others.  Remember: the lesson of turmoil is that it opens us to transformation, and that is the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Even when it feels like the wee small hours of post-crucifixion Saturday— after midnight but before the faintest horizon-brightening of a dawn to come— our faith reminds us that sunrise is on its way.  It’s not a bulletin cover; it is a fact of life.  Easter changes everything.  Even First Congregational, Ithaca.  Fear not... by the grace of Christ’s Holy Spirit you can experience God’s gift of transformation. 


Holy Week shows us the big picture, from the triumph of Palm Sunday to the turmoil of Maundy Thursday to the tragedy of Good Friday crucifixion to the emptiness of Holy Saturday, to the transformation of Easter resurrection.  In fact, even the non-musicians among us “get it” through the music of Holy Week at least as much as from the scripture lessons shared at the evening services.  We have the big, triumphant marches of Palm Sunday and the kid-friendly branches and music and singing and hosanna-loud-hosanna-ing riding-on-in-majesty.  Hard not to get excited!  The mood darkens so much during Thursday’s service, with the hymns, “When Jesus Wept,” about the Garden of Gethsemane and “Ah Holy Jesus, How Have You Offended” about his trial.  Not for children so much.  Then the plaintive Good Friday music, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” and the sorrowing “Were You There?” reflecting the turmoil felt by his followers.  But then it is all transformed with Mary and the women finding the stone rolled away: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today,” with soaring brass and pounding tympani; only big music can hope to reflect the huge transformation of death into life everlasting!  Music reflects.... or maybe guides(?) our emotions from triumph through turmoil through triumph so over the time it is transforming!


This is Palm Sunday, the first act of Passion Week.  We celebrate the triumph of Jesus’ entry into the city.  We will feel the turmoil and discouragement of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  We will feel suspended in time on Holy Saturday, and we will greet the Sonrise on Easter morning.  We will live it.  It is not a bulletin cover.  It is the life of faith.


“37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,  ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!’”



RESPONDING TO THE WORD
* Hymn NCH #213
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

The Morning Prayers

 An Offering of Prayers & Silent Reflection

We welcome your prayers.  In the interest of time, please state your name and briefly share your joy or concern.


Prayers of the People


Hosanna!  Hosanna God!  Blessed are you Jesus, who comes in the name of the Lord... and not just in an ancient account from far away, but who comes to us today, filling our hearts with praise and our lips with hosannas!  With palms waving and hearts singing, we lift our songs and our prayers.


We thank you for that triumphant procession which is still part of us this morning.  Grant that the greenness of new life, not just of spring but of the green palm fronds, will awaken newness of life in us this holy season.  We thank you for allowing us to relive the palm-strewn procession, and pray that we may also vicariously relive the other, perhaps harder, emotions of holy week, confronting in our own hearts the worst of human nature so that we can truly live in the redeemed and transformed nature of an Easter people.  We thank you for the church and the Bible which have not merely preserved the story but which invite us deep into the experience, made real by the presence of the Holy Spirit.  We thank you for all the goodness of life which you have given us, for the warmth of family and friends, for the community in which we live, for the gifts and graces and skills and interests with which you have given us.  And for the budding new life of spring (finally!) we are so thankful.


O God who came into the city not to the palaces of the high and mighty but through the streets walked by ordinary folk, we pray for all those who are ordinary enough that we overlook each other.  We pray for people who get up and get ready and go off to work or school, who put in their hours unnoticed, who are diligent and pleasant, who don’t ruffle their colleagues, who just take care of business, and who are neither bad enough, desperate enough, hurt enough, or famous enough to get our attention to pray for them; for the good and faithful salt-of-the-earth types, we pray!  We pray for our congregation and the work we will undertake in the future.


Still, our hearts and prayers go out to so many whose lives are in turmoil, particularly those unable to pray for their own situations because they are too tired or ill or grief-stricken or distracted to pray for themselves.  We pray for places where gunfire and terror shatter the night, for places where yelling and shouting and demonstrations and hostility are the primary ways people interact, for miserable and hateful situations.  We urgently pray for Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Israel and Palestine, the Koreas, and all other places of conflict and hatred, violence, war, and terror.  We also remember people in places which now endure the dull throb of being last year’s war or natural catastrophe or disaster.  After the world’s spotlight and our immediate prayers move away, so many people are still recovering or rebuilding after past problems; hear us as we pray again for those whose trouble is old news.


We pray for the people at the back of the crowd, the depressed, the oppressed, the addicted, the afflicted, the confused, the obsessed, the self-centered, the lonely, the injured, the ill, the dying, the infected, the neglected.  We pray for those who feel unloved, those who feel rage in their souls, those who wander with no purpose, those who cannot or will not believe you are the Messiah.  


Lastly, we stop and look at ourselves.  Although we’d rather not admit it, we know that we are just as capable of spiritual fickleness and faithlessness as the crowd who went from “Hosanna” to “Crucify.”  Grant that we may use this holy season, this Passion week to look into our hearts and see both the potential for evil and the desire for good within us, to walk unflinchingly through the valley of the shadow Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and rise on Easter to greet you, blinking perhaps in the sunlight and in the light of your resurrection, ready to take all that shimmering love into the rest of our lives, spreading it everyone we meet!  Grant our prayers and our hopes, as they fit your plan, as alive today as it was long ago this day, and will ever yet be, as we pray in Jesus’ name.


Leader:  O God of all grace,

People:  Accept our prayers, we pray.

Prayer Response

Offering Our Gifts and Our Hearts


 Call to Offering and Invitation to Participate in Church Life  (announcements here)


Offertory
“What Wondrous Love Is This”

Please register your presence on our pew pads and then pass them down the pew.
*
Doxology and Prayer of Dedication

Old Hundreth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 


Praise God all creatures here below; 


Praise God above ye heavenly hosts: 


Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

One:
This day we dedicate to you, dear God our Creator.  These our gifts we dedicate to you, dear Jesus our Savior.  These our hearts and hands and talents we dedicate to you, dear Spirit of Holiness.  For we bring these things and pray these prayers in Jesus’ name.  Amen.



PREPARING TO WITNESS AND SERVE
*Hymn  Pilgrim #175
“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”
*
Benediction and Choral Response




Go forth now into the world secure in the knowledge of your acceptance before the Lord.  Joyfully accept life as it is given to you.  Have the courage freely to decide as you must decide, and remember your obligation to every living thing.  Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing always.  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

Postlude
O Lamb of God Most Holy
…J. S. Bach


*       *      *
The service ends with the Benediction and Choral Response.

You are welcome to exit the sanctuary quietly during the postlude.
After the postlude, members of the Caring Committee will be available at the front of the sanctuary to meet with those who would like to have someone pray with and for them.
Hearing aid devices and large print bulletins are available from the ushers. Seat cushions are also available for any who would like one.
Nursery care is available during the service in the Beam Nursery downstairs, for children aged six weeks through three years. 
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